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1. Before we dive into the poem, write down words that you don’t feel totally comfortable 

knowing their meaning or the way that they are being used in the text, then write down a quick 

definition for each: 

 

 

 

2. This poem exclusively makes use of rhetorical questions (asking questions to make a 

point/argument). First, write down his central question that every other question builds upon: 

______________________________________ 

 

3. Each question (or set of questions) is made up of a contrast. Write the first part of the contrast 

in the left column, and the second part of the contrast in the right column. 

 

_________________________           or            __________________________ 

_________________________           or            __________________________ 

_________________________           or            __________________________ 

_________________________           or            __________________________ 

_________________________           or            __________________________ 

  _________________________           or            __________________________ 

4. What do you notice about the overall pattern or organization of his contrasts? 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

5. Does he ever deviate from this? If so, where? 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



6. Do you think he effectively organized the ideas in this poem? Look at the contrasts in two 

different ways:  

a. First, look at them from left to right only. Are they best as they are now or should he 

have flipped them? Explain your reasoning. 

 

 

 

 

 

b. Second, look at these ideas from top to bottom. Are they best as they are or should 

he have moved any of them up or down within the poem? Explain your reasoning. 

 

 

 


