
Everyday Use 

Sisters’ Characterization 
 

Read through the story again and write down the number of any paragraph that is describing either the 

physical descriptions or the personalities of Maggie and Dee in the appropriate column, and then write 

down what we learn about that character from that paragraph. You can use any combination of quotes 

and paraphrases. The first paragraph that gives such characterization, paragraph 2, has been done for 

you as an example. 

Dee Maggie 

 
2-holds life in the palm of her hand; doesn’t 
usually hear the word no (she is used to getting 
her way) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2-Is nervous around/because of her sister? 
Stands “hopelessly in corners, homely and 
ashamed of the burn scars down her arms and 
legs”; looks at Dee with “a mixture of envy and 
awe” (jealous but impressed by her?) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


