


Participles and Participle Phrases 

 

Directions: Choose eight of the following sentences to diagram on a separate sheet of paper. Every word in the 

sentence should appear in your diagram. Below the sentences you'll see a ranking of which sentences are easy, 

medium, and hard, in order to help you choose which ones to do. 

 

1. Proving his point, the professor gestured wildly. 

 

2. Looking very uneasy, Leon checked his parachute. 

 

3. Being concerned about his grades, Chadwick requested an appointment. 

 

4. The owners, represented by their lawyers, filed a new motion. 

 

5. Recognizing the value of a formal education, Leon entered college. 

 

6. The strikers, being restrained by court order, had stayed outside. 

 

7. We finally found the answer in a book written by Ralph Blake. 

 

8. The new airline, started by the Blues Brothers, is based in Chicago. 

 

9. Justice Potter, dissenting, roundly attacked the company's argument. 

 

10. The tenor, joined by the baritone, sang a rousing duet about free trade. 

 

11. Giving me a dirty look, she concluded her prepared statement. 

 

12. Endowed with great natural beauty, North Dakota has become a major tourist destination in recent years. 

 

13. Being tall, I reached the top shelf without difficulty. 

 

14. We remembered the strange sound occurring in the night. 

 

15. Closing his book, the teacher signaled the end of class for the day. 

 

16. Dogged by constant failure, Leon revised his game plan drastically. 

 

17. How could he have paid the fine, being completely broke? 

 

18. Being ready for the exam, she had little difficulty with it. 

 

 
Easy: 1, 2, 9 

 
Fairly Easy: 3, 4, 5, 6, 13, 14, 16 

 
Fairly Hard: 8, 10, 12, 15, 17, 18 

 
Hard: 7, 11 


