


Gerunds and Gerund Phrases 

 

Directions: Choose eight of the following sentences to diagram on a separate sheet of paper. Every word in the 

sentence should appear in your diagram. Below the sentences you'll see a ranking of which sentences are easy, 

medium, and hard, in order to help you choose which ones to do. 

 

1. I preferred finishing the job by myself. 

 

2. Putting a coat of wax on it protects the surface. 

 

3. We always dreamed about going to Hawaii. 

 

4.Putting my ideas on paper helped me. 

 

5. The injunction restrained them from picketing the site. 

 

6. Getting detailed factual information always strengthens your case. 

 

7. The staff had anticipated receiving a raise in January. 

 

8. Getting their cooperation in this matter was not easy. 

 

9. Coming in first exceeded their wildest expectations. 

 

10. Leon often regretted picking a fight with all those marines. 

 

11. They wondered about reporting the strange call. 

 

12. His decision, selling Park Place to Garrick, was a big mistake. 

 

13. Don't bother about returning it until the end of the semester. 

 

14. Lowering the interest rate usually stimulates the economy. 

 

15. He muttered something about stealing the Maltese Falcon. 

 

16. His plan, selling iceboxes to Eskimos, was not well received by the consumers. 

 

17. Excluding him from starting a new business in the area was a good idea. 

 

 
Easy: 5, 6, 11, 14, 15 

     
Fairly Easy: 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10 

     
Fairly Hard: 12 

     
Hard: 13, 16, 17 


